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(…see SolWest , page 9) 
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(…see John Day Solar Tour , p7) 
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Tour participants will visit this year’s pre-Sol West installation site 
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The Energy Independence Sol-utions is a quarterly 
newsletter of: Eastern Oregon Renewable Energies Non-
profit Corporation, PO Box 485, Canyon City, OR 97820 
(office at 150 E Main, John Day). Phone 541-575-3633, 
Email: info@solwest.org, web: www.solwest.org. EORenew 
is a federally recognized 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. 
Our mission is to empower people to increase their energy 
efficiency and use of solar, wind and other renewables. 

EORenew Board of Directors: 
Kay Firor, chair, Cove 

Jennifer Barker, ex. dir., Canyon City 
Chuck Koch, Elgin 

Ken Primrose, Canyon City  
Bob Reimiller, John Day 

Mark Wallace, Canyon City 

The Energy Independence Sol-utions is mailed free to 
EORenew members. Annual dues: basic $15, deluxe $25, 
family $35, business $40. Opinions expressed in the 
newsletter do not necessarily reflect those of EORenew. 
Submit comments or articles to the address above. 

Are You a Federal Employee? 

EORenew has again quali fied to be a participating organization 
in the Pacific Northwest Combined Federal Campaign (CFC). 
We are proud to meet their rigorous financial, accountability, and 
governance standards. That means that if you work for any 
federal agency in this region, you can have your contributions to 
EORenew (either a one-time gift or recurring donations) 
deducted from your paycheck automatically. Your donations go 
to support renewable energy services and education in eastern 
Oregon, and especially to keep SolWest Fair spreading the 
energetic word every July! Check with your employer for details 
about the CFC. 

Thank you to the follow ing members  for going above 
and beyond membership dues: 

Dick Kent & Glenda Alm, Bend OR 
Firor/Osterberg family, Cove OR 
Chris & Kathryn Gray, Redding CA 
Ramon & Carolyn Lara, Baker City OR 
Kisuk  Lee, Fremont CA 
Benjamin Stein, Burlington VT 
MaryLou Welby & Hersh McNeil, John Day OR 

More thank-yous to… 
… an anonymous supporter of RE education for funding our 
Alternative School physics curriculum. 
… Midnite Solar for a new transfer switch for our office solar 
electric system. 
… Scott Sager, Mark Wallace for giving gift memberships in 
EORenew and introducing their friends to RE education. 

Thanks to the following new and renewing business members. 

Abney Solar Electrix, Redmond OR 
Abundant Renewable Energy, Newberg OR 
Aurora Power & Design, Boise ID 
BackHome Magazine, Hendersonville NC 
Backwoods Solar Electric Systems, Sandpoint ID 
Blue Mountain Solar Inc, Cove OR 

(new and renewing business members, cont’d…)  

Burns Electric, Burns OR 
Cascade Sun Works, Redmond OR 
Central Oregon Rancher, Powell Butte OR 
Conergy, Santa Fe NM 
DC Dynamics/SE Marine, Scappoose OR 
Dan Antonioli Construction, Oakland CA 
E2 Powered, Bend OR 
Eastern OR Light & Power, Haines OR 
Edgewater NW, Newport OR 
Energy Trust of Oregon, Portland OR 
Enviofuel, Corvallis OR 
Green Empowerment, Portland OR 
Green Living Journal, Medford OR 
Idaho Power Company, Payette ID 
Johnny Creek Ranch, Kimberly OR 
Joseph Millworks, Baker City OR 
K Barntish, LTC, John Day OR 
Kelly O'Toole, Portland OR 
Molly Baker Solar Oven, La Pine OR 
Midnite Solar, Arlington WA 
Mr. Sun Solar, Portland OR 
Oregon Renewable Energy Center (OIT), Portland OR 
Oregon Solar Energy Industries Assoc (OSEIA), Portland OR 
Oasis Montana, Stevensville MT 
Oregon Department of Energy, Salem OR 
Oregon Trail Electric Consumers Cooperative, Baker City OR 
OutBack Power Systems, Arlington WA 
P2Flow LLC, The Dalles, OR 
Prairie Drug & Hardware, Prairie City OR 
Prometheus Systems LLC, Flagstaff AZ 
SMA America, Inc., Rocklin CA 
Seraphim Energy, Inc., Goldendale WA 
Skylights NW, Beaverton OR 
Solar Hacker Software, North Bend WA 
Stoppiello Architecture, Nehalem OR 
Structures NW, Vancouver WA 
Sunelco, Victor MT 
Sunlight Solar Energy, Bend OR 
Touch the Soil, Idaho Falls ID 
Tri County Developers, Inc., Mt. Vernon OR 
Wholesale Solar, Mount Shasta CA 

... and a big thanks to all our renewing members! You have the 
power to make a difference! 

Why Am I Getting This Newsletter? 

If you are receiving this newsletter “ out of the blue,” just inspect 
your mailing label. If it says “ 1Sep08,” you are receiving this 
issue because you attended one of our workshops, or you 
contributed to our organization in some way, and we wish to 
thank you for it. If it says “ ODOE08,” you received an Oregon 
Energy Tax credit, and we thought you might like to know about 
(and join) our renewable energy organization here in eastern 
Oregon. In either case, you’ll receive this one newsletter, and be 
notified about SolWest Fair next summer.  

Submit Your Energy Stories:  

Readers are invited to submit stories and letters to the editor for 
possible inclusion in an upcoming edition of Sol-utions. Items 
should be 200 words or less, and should be written from personal 
experience.  
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AUTOMATED OFF 

GRID POWER 
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ABNEY SOLAR ELECTRIX 

DEAN ABNEY 
11244 NW KINGWOOD DR. 

REDMOND, OR 97756 

DEALER FOR:  
OutBack, Magnum, US Battery, 

& many more 

541-923-6000 
Fax 541-923-6376 

CCB#108442* ELEC#9-330CLR 
*9-207CRE * 564



 

Page 4- Energy Independence Sol-utions 



�
����
�	��������������

Page 5- Energy Independence Sol-utions 

 

&������
 ���3������
6��
 
��������	��������1�
������
�������
 	�
 �3��
����������
 �������	

�	�� ���������	

�
�	�
����� �! ���%
��F@�O�FA�	��+

��
��(	����
���
 �
��	
�����
����	������
�������	����
�������
��������
	
����	��
������
 ����
 ����
 � ��

�
6����
 �����
 ��
 ���
�+

��
��(	���
�����������
�
�	����	��	��
 �
��
�! ���%
��F@ �&����6����

����
 
 �� ��

 �
���	���"
 �
 	�����	
��%��
����������	������
 �������� ����
������������ ��
6����
 ������
���
 ��	���
����������
 ����
 �
��
����"��
 ���
 �����
 ������
 ��
 ���	�������	��1�
� �

$���
��NI>>���
6�����	�����
 �����	��	���"���
 ������ �	�
����
 ������
 ������
�.! -


�6��	���"���
 ������
����
 �
�
 	��3�����	�� ��
6����	"
 ����
 �%��
��
 �
 ����
����� �*�	���
������
 ���������
 �
 �
��
 �������
 �
"
 ���"���
 ������% 
�
�
 	���	
��
"
 ����
 �%
�6��"��
 ����
�
 �P���

��
6���


3���	�����	�������	
������������


 � ���
 �
 ����	� �����

�
��������"
 ����
���������	"
 �	
������

 ����4%���
��
�
 ����
 �	���5 �*��
�����������
 �����������������
 �� ������ ��

$��
 ����


 ���
6����	"
 �	����
�����
 
�
 ��	�
�
 
��
���"��
 ��%�� �� P�*��
�� �����%
�����������������
 ���4���
	
��.! -
 

 ��	���"���������������
����	���	�	���
5��
��	�
 ���
�	��� �,�
 	�
 ���������
 �����G>����G=��	��� 
 �

#�
�������	"
 ������������� �

&������	�
 ��
������	����
������
 ����������
 	��
��
��
 �
 �����
	�
 ����
 ���
 �	�
 �������	�
 �������
����	� ��
�
	
���	"
 ����
 ���
P���	����
�����

�
 ��	�
�
 
���
 �
�	"
 �������
 �

���
�������������P�

! 
���
�	�����
�
���3��
���
 �.! -


 ��*�	������
���
 ������	����
 ����	����
 
 ��
���	
���
 
 �������
 �
���	
�1	���
�����	
	�
 ��	
������	

�	��%���
 �����
	����"
 � �� ��
 ������%
����
 ���
 ����������
 ����
��	
 ��
�
 �%
���
��� �

�	���
����� ���"��
 ���
�� �
 �! ���	���%����
 ���	
��
���
����	������
����	��	���������E=��
���

� �-
 ��� �����
	�
 �	"	��	%�
��
�+

��
��(	����%�����������	
��	��� ��
����
 �����������


 �����������
������
 �-)�,	���
�
 �������	
���	����
 ��EF =>��
������
 � ��

�

"� ����������'�����'�� ����
���������,�
�����
�������-� �
 �
�	"
 ���
 
����
 �����
����
 ���
 

��%������
%��
��	
����
��4���

6��"�

 ��5 �
������
 
���������1
��������4G
��
�����
85��
 �	���	���
 ���	
��������
��
	���
 ��������EF=���I��
����
 ������������,! �*�#�M@=���	
��
������! -�AK@G> �
,���
 ��
����
 ��������
� �� �������������	����%
�	"	� �	%�
�
	����
 ��	����	��
 ��
� �

��������	��
���������	��
���������	��
���������	��
�� ���
�
�����
���	������������
��������
�������
��	���������

���������	
���
��
����	��
	�����	��

������������ �

�

 
������ ���	
���������
����������������
���� �

Promoting Renewable Energy Since 1981 
 

For information on renewable energy, Oregon 
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Renewable Energy 
Supply & Design 

 

*  Residential power systems – battery or grid-t ie 
*  Solar modules & wind generators 
*  Water pumping 
*  Gas & efficient AC appliances 

Stevensville, MT 59870 
Toll Free 877-OASISMT(627-4768) 

www.OasisMontana.com 
e-mail: info@OasisMontana.com 

This month’s  
online fun: 
Mark Fiore 
Animated 
cartoons: www. 
markfiore.com/ 
v ote_oil_0 
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 Get your electricity from Sunlight!           

 
Serving Union, Wallowa, Baker, and 

Umatil la counties in NE Oregon 
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23 years experience in 
Solar Electric Systems 
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Photovoltaic System      
�  Consulting 
�  Design  
�  Site Evaluation  
�  Equipment  
�  Installation� �
 
 
 

Blue Mountain Solar is licensed, insured, & bonded, CCB#178092

�
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��������
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WE USE WHAT WE SELL! 
For over 30 years, your questions have been personally 
answered by the good folks at Backwoods Solar who use the 
products they sell every day. Each Backwoods Solar 
employee owns and operates an off-grid home powered by 
the solar, wind, and/or micro-hydro systems offered in our 
catalog. We offer FREE design service and FREE after-sale 
support. We know what works and how it works! 

Visit us or write: Backwoods Solar Electric Systems 
1589-SW Rapid Lightning Creek Rd., Sandpoint, ID 83864 
Web site: www.backwoodssolar.com  
E-mail: info@backwoodssolar.com 

Phone: (208) 263-4290 Fax: (208) 265-4788 
 
 
 

Our 185-Page Catalog/ 
Planning Guide is FREE 
If You Mention This Ad  
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Franklin Realty, Inc. 
160 E. Main Street • John Day, Oregon   97845 

541-575-2121 • 888-575-2121 • FAX 541-575-2455 
www.century21.com  • www.farmseller.com 

jdayc21@centurytel.net 
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SOLAR FRIENDLY PROPERTIES  

#2655 MTN VIEWS FROM THIS 2040 +/- SQ FT HM 4 Bdrms, + bonus rm &2 bths. Sits on 1/3+/- ac (corner lot). Open flr plan, 
Vaulted Ceilings, Hickory Cabinets, & many more extras. 2 car garage Irrig well & water rights to 2 ditches. Built in 2006 $255,500.00 

#2654 TRI-LEVEL 3066 SQ FT HM ON 6.13+/- AC Lg hm w/many extra including full daylight basement, deck, maple flooring, 
granite kitch tops, large garden tub, walk-in closet & just min. from town  $469,000 

#2646 END OF THE ROAD, Min to town. 6+/- fenced ac. 1980 4 bdrm, 2 bth 
w/attach 20X20 rec room. 3 bay carport + 20X14,  2 story storage or hobby rm. 
Estate Sale $189,000.00 ****REDUCED $179,500. ***** OWNER HIGHLY 
MOTIVATED PRICE RECUED 2 ND TIME $169,500.00 

#2639 SECLUDED COUNTRY LIVING  Just min.to town 24+/- fenced acs. 
1 1/2 story hm, 2 bdrms, 3 bths, lg open kitch & liv area w/vaulted ceilings. 
30X50 3 bay shop. New addition in 2007. Pride of Ownership. Priced to sell $299,500 

#2626 GREAT 
INVESTMENT!  5.08 AC +/- w/fixer upper 2 bdrm hm. 2 car detached garage. 
Residential zoning can be divided $129,000.00 

REDUCED #2616 KIMBERLY RANCH W/ MT VIEW & RIVER 
FRONTAGE!   A rare find & must see! 1 1/4 mile +/- of the N Fork John Day 
River 2494 Sq ft. 3 bdrms, on 76 +/- acs.  Detached garage,  shop  & hay shed,  
40+/- Irrigated acs  w/adjoining  654 acs  of BLM permit. Several fruit trees & 
garden area $650,000.00 REDUCED TO $599,500. MOTIVATED 

#2598 GET BACK TO NATURE ON THIS MT 2 BDRM 1200 SQ FT+/- 
CABIN /HM  on 23.71 +/-  ac. 7 miles up Dixie Crk. Has well, septic, generator, 
out build’s & more. Secluded. $298,000. REDUCED $250,00.00 

#2668 3 BUILDABLE TAX LOTS TOTALING 23.05+/- ACS., 9 miles to 
John Day on paved road. Power & phone at rd. Well on 1 lot, may be shared. lg & 
sm Juniper. Rolling hills w/views of mts & valley. Fenced  $189,000.00 cash or terms 

#2664 HIGHLY MOTIVATED SELLER!  Bring us an offer. 3.87+/- acres near 
Harper Or. Asking $75,000.00 possible terms 

#2663 OVER 1/2 +/- AC VIEW LOT IN PREMIER JOHN DAY SUBDIVSION . 
Easy access from road, new home can have great potential value by comparison to 
other sales in neighborhood. $57,000.00 

#2660 FANTASTIC VIEW  5.77 +/- ac w/360-degree view of Mts & John Day Valley. Close to town in Buckhorn Estates Subdivision. 
Well has been drilled & pump in place. Property has sm pond wutilities nearby CC & R's. Zoned RR-5 $110,000 

#2652 4.29+/- ACS W/VIEWS PRIVATELY TUCKED AWAY  1 of a kind cozy setting, edge of town.  Has been leveled off and 
ready to build on, permitted as well. Zoned R-1 ac min, This is truly unique acreage. $97,900.00 

#2619 Zoned for home and/or Business. 2.44 +/- ac. in General Comm. Zone w/28X97 metal 4 bay storage Bldg w/12 ft. drs. Loc. 
in John Day growth pattern. $199,900.00 Possible owner fin w/30% dn. Terms neg to qual buyer 
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October 
Oct 4, '08; John Day Solar Tour; John Day OR. Part of the National 

Solar Tour, also held in Bend, Portland and many other towns in 
Oregon. See article page 1, or www.SolarOregon.org/tours (for 
tours all over Oregon). 

Oct 8, '08: Oregon Walk 'n Bike to School Day, part of National Walk 
to School Day; www.walknbike.org/ or 866-452-8300. 

Oct 16, ’08; 3rd Lane County Energy Round-Up.  Our Transportation 
Future: Electric Vehicles, Local Biofuels, Mass Transit? How 
can we prepare? 541-342-8461 or www.oregonenergymodel.org 

Oct 18-19, ‘08; EORenew Fall Gathering, John Day OR. Potluck 
dinner and slideshow. BOD breakfast meeting on the 19th, open 
to members. Camping available. 

Oct 21, 28, 29 '08; Wind Power for the Landowner. See article right . 
Oct 22-24, ’08; Idaho Energy and Green Building Conference. Ed 

Mazria, keynote. Info: www.idahocities.org or 208-344-8594. 

November 
Nov 7-28, '07; Central Oregon Commercial Green Building Summit; 

Bend OR. 541-617-9013 or www.3estrategies.org 

January 
Jan 25-27, '08; Harvesting Clean Energy 8 Conference; Billings, MT. 

Contact for all, unless otherwise noted is: 
EORenew, PO Box 485, Canyon City, OR 97820. 541-575-3633. 

info@solwest.org  www.solwest.org 

Wind Power for the Landowner: 
�������� ���������� ��������������������������������� ������ ������

Northwest Sustainable Energy for Economic Development 
and partners will present a workshop for rural landowners 
interested in learning how to harness the power of wind. 
The workshop will cover all types of wind development 
including small wind turbines generating on-site electricity 
and multi -turbine commercial development. Participants 
will learn about wind energy project development including 
resource assessment, siting, permitting, financing, land 
leases and interconnection. 

All workshops are open to the public with a registration 
fee of $25. A light lunch will be provided. For additional 
information and to register please go to www.nwseed.org 
or contact info@nwseed.org , 1.866.759.SEED. 

��������	 
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(free for EORenew members) 

For Sale: Renewable Energy Business in Eastern Idaho- 
a rapidly growing area. Off-grid and On-grid clientele. 
Some hydro and wind systems too. 30 years experience, 
customer list, inventory, some equipment Owner will 
consult back and train the right person. Inquiries: 
idpv@ida.net or www.bizsale.com�

RReenneewwaabbllee  EEnneerrggyy  WWoorrkksshhooppss        
Guemes Island, Washington State · October 2008����

Introduction to Renewable Energy 
Energy analysis & effi ciency • Solar hot water & cooking  
Solar-, wind-, and microhydro-electric systems 
Classroom sessions & system tours 
Saturday, October 4 
Tuition: $150; 1/2 for spouse/SO 

Solar Hot Water 
Learn to use the sun to heat your domestic water! 
Classroom sessions, tours, and hands-on installation 
Monday through Thursday, October 13-16 
Tuition: $675 

Hydro-Electricity  
Tap the power in your stream! 
Classroom sessions, tours, and hands-on installation 
Monday through Friday, October 20-24 
Tutition: $850 

Registration: 
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PO Box 715 Carbondale, CO 81623 
970-963-8855 Fax: 970-963-8866 

www.solarenergy.org 

Information, Logistics, Lodging: 
������ �����	��	��� �����	��	��� �����	��	��� �����	��	� � ���

SEI NW Workshops Coordinator 
PO Box 1001 Anacortes, WA 98221 
360-293-5863 ian@solarenergy.org 

Presented By: 
Solar Energy International 



 

 

Easter n Oregon Renewable Energies Non- profit Corporation 

SolWest/EORenew 
PO Box 485 
Canyon City, OR 97820  
www.solwest.org 

Change service requested 
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EORenew empowers people to increase their energy efficiency and use of solar, wind and other renewables. 

EORenew invites you to become a member! Membership and participation in EORenew are open to all interested individuals and 
organizations. EORenew is a federally recognized 501 (C)(3) non-profit organization. For membership benefits, see our website at 
www.solwest.org/Newmembf.PDF. EORenew does not share our members mailing list.

Name: ________________________________________ 
 
Business: ______________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________ 
 
City: ___________________ St: ____ Zip: ___________ 
 
Phone: _________________ Work: _________________ 
 
E-mail: _______________________________________ 
 
Website: __________________________________ 

o Basic  $ 15   
o Deluxe  $ 25 
o Family               $ 35 

How many members in family? _____    
o Business            $ 40    
o Level of Support  $__________ 

Members at $25 and above get one or more free SolW est Fair tickets. 

make check payable to: 
EORenew 

PO Box 485  
Canyon City, OR 97820 

541-575-3633 · info@solwest.org 
www.solwest.org

Your addit ional donation of $5, $10, $25 or more is fully deductible. This quarter your extra donations support our 
Community Outreach project. We’ll be visit ing all kinds of community events and bringing our brand of energy education to 
the grassroots level. ������ ��!�

I’m enclosing   $5 _____   $10 _____   $25 _____   $50 _____   amount ______  to help with special projects. 
�   Please check here i f you do not want your special gift acknowledged in the Energy Independence Sol-utions  
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Oct 4; John Day Solar Tour 
Oct 18-19; EORenew Fall Gathering 

���	���
����
������������	���������  
 

�    Check here 
to receive your 
newsletter by 

email (as a pdf)! 


