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From the Eastern Oregon Renewable Energies Non-prof it                                                                Winter Quarter 2008-9  
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 (Report… cont’d page 12)

 

Top left:  REEB Conference tour to 
Pendleton water plant solar site 

Top right : John Day Solar Tour at 
Montgomery home views grid-tied solar 

and solar hot water 

Center:  High Performance Homes 
seminar in Pendleton 

Lower right:  Outdoor School students 
learn to measure the energy in a stream 
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The Energy Independence Sol-utions is a quarterly 
newsletter of: Eastern Oregon Renewable Energies Non-
profit Corporation, PO Box 485, Canyon City, OR 97820 
(office at 150 E Main, John Day). Phone 541-575-3633, 
Email: info@solwest.org, web: www.solwest.org. EORenew 
is a federally recognized 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. 

Our mission is to empower people to increase their energy 
efficiency and use of solar, wind and other renewables. 

EORenew Board of Directors: 
Kay Firor, chair, Cove 

Jennifer Barker, ex. dir., Canyon City 
Ken Primrose, Canyon City  
Bob Reimiller, John Day 

Mark Wallace, Canyon City 

The Energy Independence Sol-utions is mailed free to 
EORenew members and posted on our website 
www.solwest.org. Annual dues: basic $15, deluxe $25, 
family $35, business $40. Opinions expressed in the 
newsletter do not necessarily reflect those of EORenew. 
Submit comments or articles to the address above. 
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Renewable Energy 
Supply & Design 

 

*  Residential power systems – battery or grid-tie 
*  Solar modules & wind generators 
*  Water pumping 
*  Gas & efficient AC appliances 

Stevensville, MT 59870 
Toll Free 877-OASISMT(627-4768) 

www.OasisMontana.com 
e-mail: info@OasisMontana.com 
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 What do you want from your tires, 
besides fuel efficiency? 
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WE USE WHAT WE SELL! 
For over 30 years, your questions have been personally 
answered by the good folks at Backwoods Solar who use the 
products they sell every day. Each Backwoods Solar 
employee owns and operates an off-grid home powered by 
the solar, wind, and/or micro-hydro systems offered in our 
catalog. We offer FREE design service and FREE after-sale 
support. We know what works and how it works! 

Visit us or write: Backwoods Solar Electric Systems 
1589-SW Rapid Lightning Creek Rd., Sandpoint, ID 83864 
Web site: www.backwoodssolar.com  
E-mail: info@backwoodssolar.com 

Phone: (208) 263-4290 Fax: (208) 265-4788 
 
 
 
 

Our 185-Page Catalog/ 
Planning Guide is FREE 
If You Mention This Ad  
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(Tour… cont’d from page 1) 
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Promoting Renewable Energy Since 1981 
 

For information on renewable energy, Oregon 
incentives, finding a contractor, and more – go to: 

www.OSEIA.org 

Top left: Eva Harris shows her engineered 
solar mount complete with bird perch! 
Left: Deb explains how hot water is pumped 
from the panel on the Montgomerys’ roof by 
the Sol-reliant’s own solar electric panel. 
Above: Eva Harris’ hot water panels. 
Below: Lance Barker shows how to check 
the solar electric production on Eva’s 
charge controller. 

Lance and Jennifer Barker’s off-grid solar – plenty of power 



 

Page 12- Energy Independence Sol-utions 

(Report … cont’d from p 1) 

���
�	�$���
$	�%��	��

�  /��!���<��	������!���G��	����	
���<��3������$�!��
��

5�		����5��3���/D����	����7����++!+"���������������
6��	
��
���&����	
�����������	�
�
�����

�  ������<
��������������K�����F�5��
��������
7����+,!+"�

�  �
���/������������������7����+"�

�	�$���
����
���&
�'
�(

�  <
���F�����������	�
�
	��������	���

��!�
	��
�  ��	����	
���	�������	�	
������������
�  ""���������3�������
�����
������������

Q�����3
���
�  ,+��.�


	����
�  ;����	���#6�����
	��&������(�
��

)����/����

)���	���
�	���
�	��
 ��
*

�  7����8�����������
.	���������
��	���

	�����
��$������
�  &$'���������	��������	��������
��

�	����	�����
�  K�������
������)�����R�������5�
��
���

$�������
�	�

�	���������
	�!�
���

����
+��������
���
,�����
-������
 ��	���
�.
�(


�  ��	��������	���������	!	���	����������	�	��5������

��	���3��
��������������
�������
�  �����������
���5��������	
����������������
����	�

���������
,����������
��������
	�
/�����	��
��	�

����#������0
����������0
���
	�����1���	��
��	���


�  /���
���������	
���������
�  *	
�
	�������
������
	��-�	���	��
���

�����
�  ��	����	
������	������������������
�  ����	�������
4�����������
	�����	����

��������C��	�
�  6��	��	�����	���3
��������������
���

���������������
�  '�����
���&�������������5��
�����

&������%�.�6���
	�������'��
���	
���
&������%�.�6���
	��

2����&
3�����&�

�  $������
����

��������	�
���������������

�������
��3����
����������4
��������
�	����
���9�

�  <������������	����������������
	���������
������������������	9�

�  G	�����������
��
������������	�����
���9�
�

 
 

 Get your electricity from Sunlight!           

 
Serving Union, Wallowa, Baker, and 

Umatilla counties in NE Oregon 
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23 years experience in 
Solar Electric Systems 
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Photovoltaic System      
�  Consulting  

�  Design  
�  Site Evaluation  
�  Equipment  
�  Installation� �  
 
 
 

Blue Mountain Solar is licensed, insured, & bonded, CCB#17809 
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tel: 208-424-0042 • 503-593-9075 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The EORenew library contains hundreds 
of books, magazines and videos. 



Finances: Where the Money Comes From, and Where it Goes 
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EORenew is a shoestring 
operation. We operate on a lean 
budget in the best of times, and 
pride ourselves on doing more 
with less in lean times. 

Donations of goods and services 
to EORenew multiply our 
capabilities many times over. 

The demand for our services increases every 
time the cost of energy twitches upwards. With 
your help, the shoestring keeps holding on… 
your contributions go directly into our work. 
Thank you! 
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Calendar of RE Events 
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January 
Jan 21-Ap 30, ’09; Focus the Nation: 100 Days of 

Engagement; A national teach-in about Global Warming 
Solutions. www.focusthenation.org/ 

Jan 23-25, ’09; Good Earth Home, Garden & Living Show, 
Eugene OR. www.eugenehomeshow.com 

Jan 25-27, '09; Harvesting Clean Energy 8 Conference; 
Billings, MT. www.harvestcleanenergy.org 

Jan 28-29, ’09; Oregon Facilities and Sustainable Building 
Expo, Portland OR. 925-701-0225 · 
http://oregon.sustainableexpos.com 

February 
Feb 24 - 25, ‘09; AWEA Wind Power Project Siting Workshop, 

Seattle, WA. 202-383-2512 · www.awea.org/events/ 

July 
Jul 20-24, ’09; pre-SolWest Hands-on Installation 

Workshop(s). Details coming in the 
spring newsletter. 

Jul  24, 25 & 26, ‘09; Save the Date for 
SolWest ’09!  John Day, OR. Exhibits, 
workshops, and lots of fun! 

contact for above, unless otherwise noted is: 
EORenew, PO Box 485, Canyon City, OR 97820. 541-575-

3633. info@solwest.org  www.solwest.org 
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(free for EORenew members) 

Morningstar ProStar 15M charge controller (PWM, 12 or 
24V, with digital readout). New in box, overstock.  $110 
+ postage. Lance 541-542-2525 lanceb@ortelco.net. 

 
 

 
 

SYNERGY IN 
AUTOMATED OFF 

GRID POWER 
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ABNEY SOLAR ELECTRIX 
DEAN ABNEY 

11244 NW KINGWOOD DR. 
REDMOND, OR 97756 

DEALER FOR:  
OutBack, Magnum, US Battery, 

& many more 

541-923-6000 
Fax 541-923-6376 

CCB#108442* ELEC#9-330CLR 
*9-207CRE * 564



 

 

Eastern Oregon Renewable Energies Non-profit Corporation 

SolWest/EORenew 
PO Box 485 
Canyon City, OR 97820  
www.solwest.org 

Change service requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

recycled  
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EORenew empowers people to increase their energy efficiency and use of solar, wind and other renewables. 

EORenew invites you to become a member! Membership and participation in EORenew are open to all interested individuals and 
organizations. EORenew is a federally recognized 501 (C)(3) non-profit organization. For membership benefits, see our website at 
www.solwest.org/Newmembf.PDF. EORenew does not share our members mailing list.

Name: ________________________________________ 
 
Business: ______________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________ 
 
City: ___________________ St: ____ Zip: ___________ 
 
Phone: _________________ Work: _________________ 
 
E-mail: _______________________________________ 
 
Website: __________________________________ 

o Basic  $ 15   
o Deluxe  $ 25 
o Family               $ 35 

How many members in family? _____    
o Business            $ 40    
o Level of Support  $__________ 

Members at $25 and above get one or more free SolWest Fair tickets. 

make check payable to: 

EORenew 
PO Box 485  

Canyon City, OR 97820 
541-575-3633 · info@solwest.org 

www.solwest.org

Your additional donation of $5, $10, $25 or more is fully deductible. This quarter your extra donations support our Secondary 
Energy Education project. We’ll be working on educational curricula for secondary and community college-level students, to 
help them face the 21st century energy challenges. /���%�#
�0�

I’m enclosing   $5 _____   $10 _____   $25 _____   $50 _____   amount ______  to help with special projects. 
�   Please check here if you do not want your special gift acknowledged in the Energy Independence Sol-utions  

NONPROFIT 
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Jan 25-27, '09; Harvesting Clean Energy 8 Conference 
July 24-26, ‘09; save the date for SolWest ‘09
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�    Check here 
to receive your 
newsletter by 

email (as a pdf)! 


