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From the Eastern Oregon Renewable Energies Non-prof it                                                                   Spring Quarter 2010  
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 (SolWest ...cont’d on page 7) 
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The Energy Independence Sol-utions is a quarterly 
newsletter of: Eastern Oregon Renewable Energies Non-
profit Corporation, PO Box 485, Canyon City, OR 97820 
(office at 150 E Main, John Day). Phone 541-575-3633, 
Email: info@solwest.org, web: www.solwest.org. EORenew 
is a federally recognized 501(c)(3) non-profit corporation. 
Our mission is to empower people to increase their energy 
efficiency and use of solar, wind and other renewables. 

EORenew Board of Directors: 
Kay Firor, chair, Cove 

Jennifer Barker, ex. dir., Canyon City 
Ken Primrose, Canyon City  

Bob Reimiller, John Day 
Mark Wallace, Canyon City 

The Energy Independence Sol-utions is mailed free to 
EORenew members. Annual dues: basic $15, deluxe $25, 
family $35, business $40. Opinions expressed in the 
newsletter do not necessarily reflect those of EORenew. 
Submit comments or articles to the address above. 
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Thank you to the follow ing members  for going above 
and beyond membership dues: 

Jim and Debby Stein Sharpe, Canton MA 
Kay Firor and Kent Osterberg, Cove OR 
Mark Breakey, Battleground WA 
Scott Hansen & Eddie Helms, Eugene OR 
Scott & Bonnie Sager, Pilot Rock OR 
Sue Newstetter, Mt Vernon OR 

More thank-yous… 
… SEI, for a current edition of their Photovoltaics Design 
and Installation Manual for our library. 
… Baker County Library, for letting us use the Archive 
Room for our annual Board retreat 
… Exeltech, for a new on/off switch for the faithful little 
XP1100 inverter that has run our office going on 9 years now! 

Thanks to the following new and renewing business members. 

Abney Solar Electrix, Redmond OR 
AIEI.info, Eugene OR 
BackHome Magazine, Hendersonville NC 
Blue Mountain Eagle, John Day OR 
Blue Mountain Solar Inc, Cove OR 
Burns Electric, Burns OR 
Dan Antonioli Construction, Oakland CA 
E2 Powered, Bend OR 
Earthtoys / Hometoys Inc, San Diego CA 
EasternOregonRealty, Inc, John Day OR 
Eastern OR Prof Services Inc, Mt. Vernon OR 
Hitney Solar Products Inc, Chino Valley AZ 
Home Power Magazine, Ashland OR 
Jackson Oil, Inc, Canyon City OR 
Johnny Creek Ranch, Kimberly OR 
JWN Company Inc, Prairie City OR 

KJDY Radio, John Day OR 
MidNite Solar, Arlington WA 
New York Li fe of Pendleton, Pilot Rock OR 
OSEIA, Beaverton OR 
OutBack Power Systems, Arlington WA 
Prairie Drug & Hardware, Prairie City OR 

... and a big thanks to all our renewing members! You have the 
power to make a difference! 
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Old tarps (sti ll  usable) 
5 gallon buckets 
Recycled concrete and bricks 
Lumber, plywood, brackets and roofing 
Straw and hay bales 
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Wheel mouse 
DVD writeable USB drive 
Graphics software (pref Adobe)… 
Adobe Acrobat… 
Web design software… 

   … all compatible with Windows XP�
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Renewable Energy 
Supply & Design 

 

*  Residential power systems – battery or grid-t ie 

*  Solar modules & wind generators 
*  Water pumping 
*  Gas & efficient AC appliances 

Stevensville, MT 59870 
Toll Free 877-OASISMT(627-4768) 

www.OasisMontana.com 
e-mail: info@OasisMontana.com 
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(workshops …cont’d from p1) 
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“For solar thermal, we're currently l imited by the capacity 
of the installers, particularly for commercial solar 
thermal applications. We just haven't seen the interest 
from the plumbers to become solar thermal installers 
like we've seen electricians become PV installers.”  

ETO’s Kacia Brockman 
in an interview for IREC 

(Leading the Way  ...cont’d from p5)�
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(SolWest …cont’d from p1) 
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Due to new efficiency standards over the last few 
decades refrigerators’ overall energy use has been 
cut in half. "They're cheaper, they use less energy  
and they gotten bigger." As a result, the energy 
savings  just from this one type of appliance already 
exceeds the total energy production  from all 
renewable energy sources combined. "Energy 
efficiency and conservation are number one." 

Stev en Chu 
Secretary, US Department of Energy
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 Get your electricity from Sunlight!           

 
Serving Union, Wallowa, Baker, and 

Umatil la counties in NE Oregon 
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23 years experience in 
Solar Electric Systems 
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Photovoltaic System      
�  Consulting  

�  Design  
�  Site Evaluation  
�  Equipment  
�  Installation� �  
 
 
 

Blue Mountain Solar is licensed, insured, & bonded, CCB#17809 
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March 
Mar 20, '10; Solar Home Design Class, 10am-4pm, Seattle WA. 

Presented by Winter Sun Design & Shoreline Community 
College. http://shoreline.edu/ce or Chris @206-525-3969 

Mar 26-28, '10; Energy Trust Better Living Show; Portland OR. 
503-880-3642 · www.betterlivingshow.org/ 

Mar 29-Apr 3, ’10; PV101 Solar Electric Fundamentals and 
Grid-Direct Design, Guemes Island, WA. 970-963-8855 · 
www.solarenergy.org/workshop-schedule 

April 
Apr 5-9, ’10; Solar Hot Water, Guemes Island WA. 970-963-

8855 · www.solarenergy.org/workshop-schedule 

Apr 6, '10; Wind Power for Communities: a workshop for 
residents of rural Oregon. Columbia Gorge Discovery 
Center, The Dalles, OR. www.nwseed.org · 206-328-2441 

Apr, 9-11 '10; HOPES Conference: Closing the Loop, Univ of 
Oregon, Eugene OR. 541-346-0719 · 
http://edc.uoregon.edu/node/822 · edc@uoregon.edu 

Apr 13-17, ’10; Micro-Hydro Power, Guemes Island WA. 970-
963-8855 · www.solarenergy.org/workshop-schedule 

Apr 27-May 2, '10; Northwest Solar Expo; Oregon Convention 
Center, Portland OR. 503-236-0367 · www.nwsolarexpo.com/ 

May 
May 28-30, '10; Renewable Energy Roundup and Art Show. 

Ellensburg, WA. www.renewableroundup.org · 509-899-
4956 

June 
Jun 5, ‘10; Union County Solar Day, Eastern Oregon University, 

La Grande OR. Workshops, vendor fai r, open house. 
www.oregonrural.org · 541-975-2411 

July 
Jul 19-22, '10; Cob Bench Sculpture and Construction. John 

Day, OR 

Jul 23, '10; Cob Techniques and Materials Lab. John Day, OR 

Jul 23-24, '10; Residential Solar Water Heating. John Day, OR 

Jul 23, 24 & 25, '10; Save the Date for  
��������	
 ���
��� �John Day, OR.  
Exhibits, workshops, and lots of fun! 

Jul 26 & 27, '10; Workshop: Earthen Plasters. John Day, OR 

contact for above, unless otherwise noted is: 
EORenew, PO Box 485, Canyon City, OR 97820. 541-575-3633. 

info@solwest.org  www.solwest.org 
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ABNEY SOLAR ELECTRIX 
11244 NW KINGWOOD DR. 

REDMOND, OR 97756  
Oregon Dept of Energy  

Tax Credit Certified Technician 

541-923-6000 
Fax 541-923-6376 

CCB#108442* ELEC#9-330CLR 
*9-207CRE * 564 

“NABCEP Certified”



 

 

Eastern Oregon Renewable Energies Non-profit Corporation 

SolWest/EORenew 
PO Box 485 
Canyon City, OR 97820  
www.solwest.org 

Change service requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

recycled  
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EORenew empowers people to increase their energy efficiency and use of solar, wind and other renewables. 

EORenew invites you to become a member! Membership and participation in EORenew are open to all interested individuals and 
organizations. EORenew is a federally recognized 501 (C)(3) non-profit organization. For membership benefits, see our website at 
www.solwest.org/Newmembf.PDF. EORenew does not share our members mailing list.

Name: ________________________________________ 
 
Business: ______________________________________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________ 
 
City: ___________________ St: ____ Zip: ___________ 
 
Phone: _________________ Work: _________________ 
 
E-mail: _______________________________________ 
 
Website: __________________________________ 

o Basic  $ 15   
o Deluxe  $ 25 
o Family               $ 35 

How many members in family? _____    
o Business            $ 40    
o Level of Support  $__________ 

Members at $25 and above get one or more free SolW est Fair tickets. 

make check payable to: 
EORenew 

PO Box 485  
Canyon City, OR 97820 

541-575-3633 · info@solwest.org 
www.solwest.org

Your addit ional donation of $5, $10, $25 or more is fully deductible. This quarter your extra donations support our 
Alternative Education project. We’ll be visit ing all kinds of community events and bringing our brand of energy education to 
the grassroots level. ��
������"�

I’m enclosing   $5 _____   $10 _____   $25 _____   $50 _____   amount ______  to help with special projects. 
�   Please check here i f you do not want your special gift acknowledged in the Energy Independence Sol-utions  
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